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Second man on the moon makes his first landing at Aldrin School
BY DAN CULLOTON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

It took Buzz Aldrin eight days to
travel to the moon and back and
make history in 1969.

It took him 25 years to make it to
Aldrin Elementary School in
Schaumburg.

Principal Leland Cook wrote Aldrin,
the second man to walk on the moon
and one of the first to walk in space,
and invited him to visit his namesake
school shortly after Schaumburg
Township Elementary District 54
opened the building in 1971.

That invitation, and several subse-
quent entreaties, went unfulfilled
until Wednesday, when Aldrin,
'wearing a shooting star ring and
lapel pin, and a dark blue-and-pur-
ple tie emblazoned with the solar
system, stepped into the school for
the first time.

With hands on his hips, shoulders
back and chin jutting out, Aldrin
introduced himself with a line stolen
from an animated character he
inspired.

"I'm Buzz Lightyear," Aldrin
shouted. "I come in peace ... to
infinity and beyond."

The gambit hooked the kinder-
garten through sixth-grade students
who, until Wednesday, probably
knew more about the character
from the popular Toy Story movie
than the real-life space pioneer in
front of them.

During the rest of Aldrin's talk, the

Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz
Aldrin was about 25 minutes
late arriving at Aldrin Elemen-
tary School in Schaumburg
on Wednesday, but Principal
Leland Cook said it was worth
it because he had been trying
to get Aldrin to come to his
school for 25 years.
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children strained and yelped to get
his attention and one of the T-shirts
and caps he gave away.

The visit held spellbound many of
the school's baby-boomer teachers
and parents who watched in rapt
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Spending goes down,
but property taxes up
in District 15 budget
BY ALYSIA TATE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

While officials at Palatine
Township Elementary District
15 say they expect to spend
nearly 3 percent less next year,
district homeowners can expect
a nearly 2 percent increase in
property taxes.

According to the tentative
$99.7 million budget unveiled
Wednesday, the owner of a
home with a market value of
$162,000 can expect to pay $1,828
in property taxes to District 15
during the 1996-97 school year.

The education fund, and the
operations and maintenance
fund, which are financed pri-
marily through property taxes,
will both increase about 5 per-
cent. The overall budget is
decreasing primarily because
spending on building construc-
tion will decrease significantly.

While officials say they antici-
pate some increases in federal
and state funds next year, prop-
erty taxes and other local dol-
lars still account for the lion's
share of the district income.

Residents can share their
thoughts on the budget at a pub-
lic hearing scheduled for 7 p.m.,
June 12 at Walter R. Bundling

Junior High, 1100 N. Smith
Street in Palatine, the same
night the board is expected to
adopt the budget.

The district will spend about 5
percent more per student than
the current school year, with an
estimated operating expense of
$7,354 per pupil, according to
the tentative budget. That
increase stems largely from the
district's withdrawal from a
regional special education coop-
erative, said George Lingel,
assistant superintendent for
business and auxiliary services.

District staff members now
provide those programs in-
house at several schools.

"We spend more dollars on
less students, so that's an
important factor in the operat-
ing expense per pupil," Lingel
said.

Other budget highlights
include continued efforts to beef
up technology in district
schools, which will mean all of
them will be connected to the
Internet some time in the next
year. Foreign language pro-
grams will be increased in
junior highs, where more stu-
dents will use computer labs
instead of traditional wood or
metal shops.

FIRED: Some say politics
played a role in dismissal
Continued from Page 1

tract, due to expire in 1998.
Some of Haag's allies said pol-

itics played a role in his disr
missal.

During last spring's elections,
then-challengers Jacobs,
Satkowski, Bob Shor and Pat
Wilson repeatedly criticized
park district leaders, including
Haag. During the campaign,
Wilson and Shor complained
that Haag's salary was too high.
All four won seats on the board.

Much of their criticisms
stemmed from construction of
the Seascape Family Aquatic
Center, the water park the dis-
trict opened in June. The park
board chose to build the water
park though it failed to pass by
referendum in April 1993.

Shor said Wednesday he came
into office knowing he wanted to
get rid of Haag.

"Before I was sworn in, I had a
conversation with (Commission-
er) Steve Megel about getting
rid of Ed Haag," Shor said. "He

asked me to work with Ed Haag,
and I did that."

But Tuesday, Shor, Jacobs,
Wilson and board President
Johnson voted to oust Haag.
Megel, SatkowsM and Lehr
voted to keep him.

"I voted what is in the best
interest of the^ park district, and
that's my decision," Shor said.

Park officials said Haag
offered to answer the board's
questions and discuss allega-
tions, but commissioners
refused to talk with him during
open or closed sessions.

Haag said he is confident he
has a solid legal case against
the park district. Commission-
ers have agreed to pay the
remaining $65,464 of his salary
and cover his health care bene-
fits through the end of Decem-
ber.

But Haag intends to go to
court to force the district to pay
the remaining two years on his
contract — amounting to more
than $250,000 — and his legal
fees.

attention when Aldrin blasted off
and splashed down in the 1960s.

They counted their luck to be the
only "astronaut school" in District
54 to actually meet its astronaut.

District 54's Neil Armstrong
School in Hoffman Estates and
Michael Collins School in Schaum-
burg were named for Aldrin's Apollo
11 crewmates.

"It's almost like the culmination of
a'25-year dream," Cook said. "To us
it's awesome, but for (the students)
it's kind of passe because they see
people fly into space all the time."

Aldrin School is one of two schools
in the nation that bear the astro-
naut's moniker. The other Aldrin
School is in Reston, Va.

Ostensibly, Aldrin's visit was part
of the building's.25th anniversary
celebration. But Aldrin, a national
chairman of Mission HOME, was in
Chicago to promote the new organi-
zation formed to rekindle interest in
space exploration.

He also took the opportunity to
plug a science-fiction book,
"Encounter With Tiber," that he co-
authored with John Barnes.

Aldrin wants his book and the new
space society, which will conduct a
Town Hall in Space at Chicago's
Navy Pier on Saturday, to inspire
people to look to space for educa-
tional, scientific and even commer-
cial opportunities.
. "Space is where your future is,"
Aldrin told students. "It will help you
learn."

Investigators confirmed Wednes-
day that natural gas was the cause
of a weekend explosion that leveled
an Aurora house and rocked the
surrounding neighborhood.

But they still don't know why it
happened.

Aurora Fire Department Assis-
tant Chief William Rechenmacher

Aldrin signed everything from pennants to newspaper clips to hats to paintings of himself when
he Visited his namesake SChOOl. . Daily Herald Photo/Gilbert Boucher
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Officials: Gas leak caused Aurora explosion
said the blast occurred in the base-
ment of the house at 710 Charles
St. on the west side of Aurora. He
said the gas appears to have been
ignited by a pilot light from the fur-
nace.

The source of the natural gas leak,
however, has yet to be determined,
Rechenmacher said.
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