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role in CNN Future Summit?

Buxz Aldrin: Well, 'm goin

repfEET NG e

i3 1D D

|r| iTi &3 ¥4 ] iy o T Dast
VWhat wet intend (o oo

i|||'I1'|r|.'.‘| | e al

pctrrittesdly Be] difficult b

the transpor

& rEn DEnn ancastmomaut, | Wi ol

ranon costs. [But] before
challenaed sl 1 rmipiewe The
means of transpoiation. | did my
ptuiclees at MIT wherd my farher

1 hig doctons degres

= il 10 the Philip

3al MIT n

SCTLRNY Detore |
pined, b haadd sTuceg

Ko things tTodethet in space, Wiiat

vl Call renddemvous in space Dy
i b Mote risc et by, Pyve ook
AL LRAnS 00 LA m ISt No0s i oiiang

ntinuously orbiting spacecialt be
e Earth andgd Nars, coming back,
cantinually goeng trom Earth 10 Mass
o Earth 10 Mars in a sic-month srfesval

BW: | know that you've prob-
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Philippines, could you please tell 10 ser

us a little more about your experi-
ence of actually walking on the
moon?

BA: Well, | had my first space flight
40 years ago. | helped to pioneer and
to understand space walking
successfully on that flight.That is a
good deal more difficult than moving
around on the surface of the moon
We found that walking on the moon
Was very easy; it was almost like
operating in slow maotion. The dust
on the moon is very, very fine powdey,
almost like talcum powder, and it's
very loose, very close to the surface,
but then it becomes very compacted,
even though it's still relatively loose,
as you get down deeper,

Looking toward the horizon, you
can see the horizon curve away so
that you know that it's something
spherical. Because the sun is so bright,
when it's behind you, you look down
the sun and you see a very bright
halo around the shadow of your
helmet. The color is pretty much all
gray, [and] your eyes can't see any
stars in the black sky

BW: | can only imagine how
remarkable that experience must
have been. But why do you think
there was such a long lag time
between the time you set foot on
the moon and the realization of
the dream of human presence in

to the moon, so
the government
decided not to do
that anymore, and
we used that equipment to put up
space stations, while we were hoping
to build something that would be
easier to get into space.

BW: But that hasn't stopped
your dream of future space
exploration.

BA: We're going back to explora-
tion again after experimenting in
Earth’s orbit with a complicated
shuttle system and a complex space
station. Now that we've done that for
the other partners to continue to use
— the European partners, Japan,
Russia, India and the others will use
that space station — [we're] going to
return to exploring and setting up
the objective of hopefully going to
Mars sometime in the future, and the
best way to go to Mars is to develop
the techniques by going back to the
moon. 5o that's what we're trying to
do. It is not an easy thing to do;it's
not a cheap thing to do,and it
requires great resources and sacrifices
by people. It's very visible, and even
though it's just about seven-tenths of
one percent of our national budget, it
appears to many people to be a very
extravagant thing. The funds are
limited to be able to develop what

BUZZ ALDRIN today (above) and 40 years ago
* during the lunar landing mission (right). The
photo was taken by astronaut Neil Armstrong,
commander, priof 1o the moon landing.

NASA phofo

the luxury of doing many different
things at the same time.We have 1o
make decisions as to how best to
spend our resources over the next 10,
15, 20 years and, hopefully, we'll make
wise decisions

BW: Do you think that the
dream of a space accessible to all
will ever be possible?

BA: | think a lot of people would
like to believe that that's going to be
easy to do, but it's very difficult.

BW: Critics of the space tourism
program counter that with so
many problems here on Earth —
poverty, diseases, wars — why do
we even bother to look at the
stars? If you can speak to them,
what can you say to convince them
otherwise?

BA:| always look at the stars
whenever | can.| think that's part of
human nature to want to do things
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BW: Is space education part of
tha curriculum in the United
States?
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BW: Do you
think the younger
generation is as
interested in
space as the
youth were in

19697
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passengers are ready 10 pay up to
520 million for a seatin a comimer-
cial space flight sometime in the
foreseeable future. Do you think
that commercial enterprise will be
a viable source of funding for more
future space travel? And how do
you think we can bring down the
costs of Space travel to a more
realistic level?
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BW: You have your own project,
a small reusable rocket called
StarBooster. Can you tell us more
about it?
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BW: If we all agree that launch-
ing commercial manned flights to
space is a definite possibility in the
near future, what do you think
should we prioritize first in
embarking on such a grand
project?
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BW: | understand that you also
do a lot of deep-sea exploration on
the side.

BA: v had theoppo:
a0 down ir a submenitile

Tiranec, and iR all diffessng 10
driginal ventures nio/the oo
scuba dwing, M‘Ilthlmftad
1657,

Lmuphﬂ:ldtﬂﬂﬂﬂllnlnn’li
space is such an attractive tourism
destination, can the same be a1
for the desp seas? ol

BA: 1 thirk vee riesd KO ot
both extiemes nfgdhgmma
and the deep sEas we

alsos 3 vety nmmmm

SNOIMGUS PIETiEs 35 i
uddct-t-ernndﬂ___ : _{\"!
oCean . k

bum;ﬁwumﬂ L. Figh

AT LRt L vadTe ne a] i
and L emiag Koo and cidl the bes!
ks st | Eoule!
NTHW1 FiiTES 10 &R
EFOIRSSONT | ectcatios {
o il ratt

the poesitl

o ram, which | did e it
ookl

R e Baal TR R "II'



rl Tl The
]  atténtion, a
{ I 1 nak
1O k like i1 [
1 alle’ e AT e
nat that's it |
. licated thin
J il tRat &r
tr hiwman s
1] nave b
I . y hat's wihy

BW: Right now, potential

project on a larger scale in the
future?
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BW: You said, sir, in an interview
in 2003, and | quote, "NASA is still
living with the idea that the
primary purpose of the space
program is science.” How do you
think that has changed in the past
few years? Does such a perspec-
tive limit the potentials of space
tourism?
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BW:The generation who did
not live in your time of space
exploration missed out on a great
opportunity to witness the
marvels of space. Can you speak a
little, as one of the elite few in the
entire world to have such an
experience, on what lessons you
hive learned from your brief time
in space and on the moon?
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