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Astronaut Buzz Aldrin Is Shooting for the Moon . . . and Beyond

United States launched its first
satellite on Jan. 31, 1958, entering the
space age by racing the Soviet Union

o get to the moon. Fifty years later, our
lasting presence in space could depend on
the moon.

Edwin “Buzz" Aldrin, an Apollo 11
astronaut who in 1969 became the second
man to walk on the moon, described his
vision for America’s future in space to
KidsPost's Brenna Maloney. It is a bold plan
that begins with building a moon base and
eventually having a human settlement on
Mars.

others — is 10 Lap 2 new energy source.
By the year 2050, Earth will have about 10

bilhon people, according 1o some estimates. The
population will need five times as much power as
what is now available

The moon receives a kot of energy from the
sun Building a station there to harness that solar
power and beam it to Earth would create a new

., scientists say. That
el ol s ey b e
exploration.

Sending people to Mars will take more than

money Natural resources also are necessary, but
they don't all have to come from Earth, Aldrin
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Mars is the fourth planet from the sun. The
Romans named it after their god of war.

The rocks and soil on Mars have lots of iron,
which has rusted and turned everything red
Even the sky looks pinkish from rusty dust
that gets kicked up. That is why Mars is often
called the Red Planet

Mars has permanent ice caps at both poles.
They are made of water ice and solid carbon
dioxide, or dry ice. The carbon dioxide forms
2 snow cover in winter that melts in the

Moms is one of the largest volcanoes
in the solar system. As seen from above by
the Viking 1 orbiter in 1978, the volcano
covers an area about the size of Arizona. It is
three times as high as Mount Everest. Earth's
highest mountain above sea level

Valles Marimerts is 2 system of canyons that extends about
2.500 miles and covers about one-fifth the circumference of
Mars. Some parts of the canyon run as deep as 4 miles and as.
wide as 125 miles. (The Grand Canyon on Earth is 277 miles

tong. 18 miles wide and | mile doep )




