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compulsion to consume material things, a sense of urgency, a vague fear of
not keeping up with the world.

What gets lost in all this is something of our inner selves—that part of us that
imagines, that dreams, that explores, that is constantly questioning who we are
and what is important to us, that part of us that's aware of the choices we
have. Pollution of the soul is no less perilous than pollution of the Earth.

Perhaps this “best and worst of times” foreshadows some fork in the road. But
my belief is that humanity as a whole has the inherent wisdom to choose life.
Again and again, we abide calamity, gather the pieces, and set out once more
on our unyielding journey—an imperfect people of irrepressible spirit, of
mathematics and music, of love and wonder, who dare to dream of reaching
the stars.

“Come, my friends!” cried Tennyson’s Ulysses. “Tis not too late to seek a
newer world, to sail beyond the sunset, and the baths of all the western stars!”
Like Ulysses and Columbus, or pioneers on the vast prairie, or the voyages of
Apollo, may you each have the courage to risk the abyss—to set sail for the
edge and find, instead, new worlds beyond imagination. As explorers in mind
and spirit, may you sail, as the poet said,

out beyond a billion suns,

across the vast sea of the soul

in search of the ineffable center,

the mirror lake in the soft green meadow,

the glint in the eye of God.

(Photo: Getty Images)
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